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Description automatically generated]2025 Annual General Meeting 
Hybrid: In-person / Virtual 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 28, 2025

Board Present:							Regrets:
Milton Howley, Chair					Tyler Gould
Don Maillet, Treasurer					Duncan Williams
Ernie Dalton						Dan O’Connor	 
Heather Cruickshanks					Ashley Wall	
Jo-Ann Ortega						Jackie Hatt
Brittany Colburn
Paul Dubé
Brittany Colburn
MJ MacDonald, CEO CSNS

Guest Attendees: 
Minister Nolan Young, Department of Labour, Skills and Immigration
Robert Patzelt, Board Member, Workers’ Compensation Board of Nova Scotia

Keynote Speaker: 
Michael DeVenney
























Welcome and Introduction 

MJ MacDonald delivered opening remarks for the 31st Annual AGM and Awards Ceremony, highlighting the agenda and reflecting on the achievements of the past year. Upon acknowledging that they were in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People, she invited the Board Chair, Mr. Milton Howley, to call the meeting to order. 

Call to Order 

The Board Chair, Milton Howley, provided preliminary and called the meeting to order. Mr. Howley requested a review of the agenda, asking for any further amendments. There were none. 

Motion to Approve the Agenda: Milton Howley motioned to approve the agenda including the addition of the amended bylaws, Duncan Williams seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 

Nova Scotia Department of Labour, Skills & Immigration Declamation
Minister Nolan Young of Labour, Skills and Immigration, provided industry remarks. The minister’s talk highlighted the importance of prevention and training, creating a safe workplace and the benefit of industry partnerships. He also announced, CSNS has received $150,000 from the OHS Trust Fund for a silica awareness campaign.  

Workers Compensation Board of Nova Scotia Declamation 
Robert Patzelt, Boad member for the Workers’ Compensation Board of Nova Scotia, discussed the importance of the Return-to-Work program and legislative reforms. He also announced a new repository in development for shared data between WCB and LSI.

2024 AGM Minutes

Milton Howley, Chair, requested a review of the past minutes, asking for any further amendments or any new business. There were none. 

Motion to Approve the Minutes: Milton Howley motioned to approve the minutes, Ernie Dalton seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 

Chair’s Report 

Mr. Milton Howley presented the Chair’s report, reflecting his years as chair, improvements in safety practices, the growth of the industry, and the future developments and advocacy work CSNS is involved in.

Motion to Approve the Chair’s Report as presented: Mr. Milton Howley motioned to approve the Chair’s Report as presented, Duncan Williams seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 

CEO’s Report 

MJ MacDonald presented the CEO’s Report.

Motion to Accept CEO Report: MJ MacDonald motioned to approve the CEO’s report as presented, Don Maillet seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mr. Don Maillet presented the Treasurer’s report, reflecting on the financial position of the Association. He presented the 2024 financial statements for review, asking if there were any questions. There were none. 

Motion to Appoint Baker Tilly as 2025 Auditors: Mr. Don Maillet motioned to approve the appointment, Heather Cruickshanks seconded, unanimous approval, motion carried. 

Facilities Subcommittee Report
Mr. Don Maillet, Chair of the Facilities Subcommittee presented the current state of the committee’s work. He noted CSNS is looking at an expanded facility options as requested by its members. He asked if there were any questions. There were none. 

Advocacy & Government Relations Committee Report 

Mr. Paul Dubé presented the Committee’s report which has developed its 2025 workplan initiatives. These initiatives focus on government relations and advancing the progress of silica prevention. He asked if there were any questions. There were none. 

Motion to Accept the Advocacy & Government Relations Report: Mr. Paul Dubé motioned to approve the appointment, Duncan Williams seconded, unanimous approval, motion carried. 

Nomination Report 

Mr. Duncan Williams presented the nomination report for the Board of Directors. There were no nominations from the floor. 

Mr. Duncan Williams requested any changes to the amended Bylaws. There were no changes from members present.

Motion to Accept the Bylaws: Mr. Duncan Williams motioned to approve the amendments to the Bylaws, Brittany Colburn seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 




This year’s new founding member Board nominees include: 
· Representing the Nova Scotia Road Builders Association as Director, Peter Fahey 

This year’s founding member Board nominees include: 
· Representing the Construction Association of Nova Scotia as Director, Heather Cruickshanks. 
· Representing the Construction Association of Nova Scotia as Chair, Duncan Williams. 
· Representing the Nova Scotia Department of Transportation & Infrastructure Renewal as 
Vice-Chair, Don Maillet. 
· Representing the Mainland Nova Scotia Building and Construction Trades Council, as Director, Brittany Colburn. 
· Representing the Cape Breton Island Building & Construction Trades Council as Treasurer, 
Ernie Dalton. 
· Representing the Atlantic Concrete Association as Director, Ashley Wall. 
· Representing Nova Scotia Power, as Past Chair, Milton Howley 
· Representing the Canadian Homebuilders’ Association as Director, Crystal Ingram. 
· Representing the Canadian Homebuilders’ Association as Director, Tanya Henley. 

This year’s new Director-at-Large Board nominees are: 
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Ian Calder.
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Austin McLennan. 

This year’s Director-at-Large Board nominees are: 
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Jackie Hatt. 
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Paul Dube. 
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Tyler Gould. 
· Representing as a Director-at-Large, as Director, Colleen Brushett. 

Motion to Approve the Nomination Report: Duncan William motioned to approve the report, Paul Dubé seconded. Unanimous approval, motion carried. 

This year’s Officers are: 
· Milton Howley, Past Chair
· Duncan Williams, Chair
· Don Maillet, Vice-Chair
· Ernie Dalton, Chair of Finance and Risk Management Committee

This year’s outgoing Board members are: 
· Danny O’Connor
· Jo Ann Ortega






Outgoing Board Member: 

The Chair, Mr. Milton Howley, took the floor to honour outgoing Board member, Danny O’Connor and Jo Ann Ortega. 

Danny has served on the board for 7 years as a representative of the Nova Scotia Road Builders’ Association and helped us serve our members meaningfully during the COVID pandemic. Milton and Duncan presented Danny with a plaque as a symbol of appreciation from the board for his dedicated service. 

Jo Ann has served on the board for 4 years as a Director-at-Large.  Her commitment to the mission of CSNS and her collaborative approach have helped strength the organization’s ability to serve its members effectively. Milton and Duncan presented Jo Ann with a plaque as a symbol of appreciation from the board for her dedicated service. 

CEO, MJ MacDonald recognized Milton Howley for his role of Chair for the past three years. Milton has helped guide CSNS though periods of transformation and growth and helped the organization adapt to meet the evolving needs of our members. 

Member’s Forum 

The Chair, Mr. Milton Howley, opened the forum by inviting members to ask questions or provide feedback. There were none.

Keynote Speaker: Mike DeVenney 

MJ MacDonald introduced Mike DeVenney, who was commissioned to research into the current mental health state of the construction industry in Nova Scotia. Mike delivered the results of the study including the importance of supervisors and safety personnel taking mental health first aid, the hidden crisis of employee burnout and ways people can access help. 

Lunch Break 12:17pm

Participants broke for lunch. 

2024 Safety Awards Presentation 

MJ MacDonald resumed the meeting and thanked this year’s AGM exhibitor partners. Rob Rowe, CSNS Director of Safety Services, and Ryan Quinn, Manager of Safety Services, presented the 2025 Safety Awards. 

· Best Safety Culture Award presented to Acuren Group Incorporated and accepted by their Division Manager, Devin Hardy. 

· Workplace Mental Health Award presented to MacKinnon & Olding accepted by their Health and Safety Manager, Stacia Gunn. An honourable mention was presented to EllisDon Corporation and accepted by their Health and Safety Manager Adam Lane. 

· Women and Safety Leadership Award presented to Megan Smith, Health, Safety & Environmental Coordinator at EllisDon Corporation. 

· Safety Champion Award presented to Jesse MacIntyre, Journeyman at Atlantic Roofers Limited and to Kelly Gottshall, Safety Coordinator at Bird Construction.

2024 Chair’s Awards Presentation 

Milton Howley and Duncan Williams co-presented the Chair’s Awards of Excellence as outgoing and incoming chairs. The Chair Awards are determined through WCB statistics and external COR® audit scores. Winners cannot have had any OHS prosecutions, orders, or penalties in the last three years. There is one winner for each COR® category of owner/operator, small business, intermediate business, and standard business 

• Small Business Award presented to East Coast Scaffolding.
• Standard Business Award presented to MacKinnon and Olding. 

Adjournment 

Milton Howley moved to adjourn the 31st  Annual General Meeting at 2:01pm. 

Motion to Adjourn: Milton Howley motioned to adjourn the 2024 AGM, Heather Cruickshanks seconded, unanimous approval, motion carried. 















CSNS Members Present:
Earl Affleck, Iron Maple Construction Inc.
San Andersson, Bird Construction
Katie Battcock, Englobe
Colleen Brushett, Lynk Group
Taylor Carroll, Bird Construction
Alison Casey, Mainland Building Trades
Brittany Colburn LiLuna 615, Mainland Building Trades
Heather Cruickshanks, L.E. Cruickshanks Metal Ltd.
Ernie Dalton, Cape Beton Island Trades
Chris Drake, Acuren Group Inc.
Paul Dubé, MERIT Nova Scotia
Julie Dunbar, Lindsay Construction
Peter Fahey, NCL Northern Contracting Limited
Tristan Glen, Solar Asent
Michelle Godding, NS Construction Sector Council
Kelly Marie Gottschall, Bird Construction
Devin Hardy, Acuren Group Inc.
Stuart Hayman, MacKinnon and Olding
Milton Howley, NS Power
Crystal Ingram, CHBA NS
Laura Kerr, Lindsay Construction
Adam Lane, EllisDon
Jason Lapthorne, Bird Construction
Rachelle LeBlanc, Atlantic Roofers
Son Maillet, NS Public Works
Austin McLenna, Meridia Recruitment Solutions
Jo Ann Ortega
Shannon Ott, Atlantica Contractors
Sam Parks, Asplundh Tree Services
Cyril Roach, East Point Engineering
Gary Ruldolph, Dexter Construction
Allie Shipley, Durum Services
Megan Smith, EllisDon
Duncan Williams, Construction Association of Nova Scotia
 
22 members. Quorum achieved.

Attendees Present:
Mirlley Alves de Mendonca
Krista Arnold
Craig Arthur
Troy Baxter
Kelly Best
Omar Bonilla
Philip Boudreau
Lori Cadelli
Julie Callegari
Chibuike Chukwu 
Santanna Coleman
Cynthia Colpitts
Colin Creaser
Shelly Dauphinee
Michael DeVenney
Grant Feltmate
Jenny Fountain
Ahmad Ghani
Stacia Gunn
Brandon Hawley
Janet Hazelton
Wendy Himmelman
Doug Illingworth 
Shannon Kehoe
Cheryl Layden
MJ MacDonald
Chelsea MacDonald
Kevin MacEachern
Dan Mackenzie
Meggie MacMichael
Sharon MacPherson-Nemeth
Ayush Maheshbhai Darji
Chris Mann
Scott McPherson
Joy Moore
Scott Nauss
Tracey Newman
Robert Patzelt
Kayla Pike
Nicholas Pinsent
Kyla Porter
Ryan Quinn
Tanya Reddick
Amy Reid
Rob Rowe
Devin Ruelland
Radha Saikia 
Perry Sankarsingh
Jenn Service
Joe Shanahan
Ritika Sharma
Tanya Sieliakus
Brad Smith
Peter Spence
Shelby Spurr
Terry Sutton
Anissa Thomas
Shawn Weagle 
Krista Welsh
Chantelle White
M Nolan Young
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